oA pbe oto gwg pe TG avackageg mou Sievépynoe o Epopog
Apxalotitwv Hrefpou, Zwtrpiog Aakdpng. Amd tn Bdpeia kar du-
Kk MAeupd mepikAeietar and pia Bpaxwdn kar andkpnuvn pdxn mou Ka-
Talrjyel oe SU0 KOPUYEG, Ol OTToIEG eival KAAG OXUPWHEVEG HE TTOAUYWVIKO
TEXOG KAl XPNOfUeUav WG akpoTTOAEIG, epodiacpéveg pe Segapevr] vepou.

H apxaia Kaoowmn xtiotnke mpiv ané ta péoa tou 4ou ai. mX. og Qu-
olkd oxupr} Béon, oe éva opomédio pe uPdpetpo 550-650 p., oTig vOTIEG
mAayi€g tou Zahdyyou. Hrav pia piker| umodelypatiky mOAn mou rjkuace
Katd Tov 30 WG TG APXEG Tou 20u al. X

O MoAUywVIKOG OXUPWHATIKOG TEPIBoAOG TG TMOANG diatnpeital Kupiwg
otn dutikr Kal T voTioduTiKr MAeupd, evid n Bépeia mAeupd mpootatevetal
e Teixog pévo ota eunpdofAnta onpeia. Tov 3o ai. mX. kataokeudoTn-
Ke 0 kdtw mepiBolog yia va mepIAdPel éva tprpa g mOANG Tou eixe
emextadel voTIOSUTIKG, ev® éva TPOTEXIONA 0Ta VOTIOSUTIKG ToU KUPIWG
miepiBéAou mpootdteue to adlvato autd onueio.

H Kacodnn eival xtuopévn olypwva pe to mmoddueio ToAEodopIKS
ovotnua: efikool mapdMnAor dpduor (otevwrol), pe katedbuvon B.-N., Sia-
otaupwvovtal kdbeta pe toug duo matitepoug (TAateial) mou diacxifouv
Katd prjkog tnv méAn, oxnuati¢ovtag 60 mepfmou otevopakpa olkodopikd
tetpdywva (vnoideq). Xto midtog kdBe vnoidag eival xtiopéva duo omftia,
mou xwpiovtal PeTtagl toug Pe €vav evOIdUeco amoxXeTeuTikd diddpopo
(epiotaociq).

Nota tng kevtpikrg 0dou Ppioketal n ayopd, To MONTKO, EUMOPIKS Kal
Bpnokeutikd Kévrpo g MOANG. Katd ) didpkeia tou 3ou ar mX. n Bépeia
Kkal n dutikr} MAeupd g mMAaioiwBnkav pe SUo OTOEG, ety OTNV AvVaToANKN
xtiotnKke éva pikpd Béatpo, Tou mBaveg xpnoiueue Kal wg Bouleutripio.
Miow amd n dutikr otod Ppiokdtav To TMEUTAVEID Kal Pmpootd NG €va
unaiBpio téuevog e TeelG Pwpols. Mmpootd and tn Bépeia kar and
dutikr) otod owlovtal everiypapa BdBpa avopidviwy.

Tov 30 ai. X, KataokeudoTnKe Kal TO Kataywyio, o dnudoiog Eevivag, ota
Bopeia g ayopdc. IMpdkeral yia Sikpoo Ktplo, He dwudta opyavwuéva
yUpw amd pia mepiotuAn auAn. Tnyv idia SidpBpwon yipw amd aulrj TTapouci-
dCouv kal ta omitia g MOANG, dmou emiong urrexe ouxvd SelTepog GPOPOG.
>nuavtkd téog eival ta Aeilpava tou peydhou Bedrpou oto Bopeiodutikd Tur-
pa g MOANG, Tou vaol g Appoditng €5w and Tta Teixn, otd avatoAkd TG,
Kal tou «Hpwouy, evég undyeiou BoAwtol tdpou oto votiodutikd dkpo TG

21a xpdvia Ing akurg g (3oc-apxég 2ou ai. mX.) n mOAn eixe MANBuopd
8.000-10.000 katoikoug mepimou. Tnv avbner| tng mopeia digkoyav ol Pw-
pafor to 167 mX, ondte n Kacowrn akoAolBnoe tnv tixn twv 70 méewv
NG Hrefpou mou katactpdenkav pe ddéypa g Pwpdikrg XuykAritou. Metd
TNV Kataotpo®r n MéAN KAtolkOnkKe ev pépel amd Toug eMmEHOAVIEG KATO(-

KOUG, (OTTOU KAl auTof UMoxpewbnkav va tnv eyKataAeiouv opiotikd yia va
ouvoikiotolv otn NikdmoAn, tnv omoia iSpuce o Oktafiavég Alyouotog
VOTIOTEPQ, PETA TN Vikn Tou otn vaupaxia tou Axtiou, to 31 X
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he city came to light as a result of the excavations conducted by Sotirios

Dakaris, Ephor of Antiquities of Epiros. It is enclosed on the north and
west sides by a steep, rocky ridge that ends in two peaks; these were well
defended by a polygonal fortification wall, and acted as citadels, equipped
with reservoirs of water.

Ancient Kassope, was built before the middle of 4th ¢. BC on a naturally
defended site, on a plateau 550-650 m. above sea level, on the southem
slopes of Mount Zalongos. It was a typical small city that flourished during
the 3rd and the early 2nd c. BC.

The polygonal enceinte of the city is preserved mainly on the west and
south-west sides, while the north side, is protected by a wall only at its most
vulnerable points. In the 3rd c. BC, the lower enclosure wall was constructed,
in order to enclose part of the city that had extended to the south-west, and
an outwork to the south-west of the main enceinte protected this weak point.

Kassope was built on the Hippodamean town plan: twenty parallel streets
(stenopoi) intersect at right angles with two broader ones (plateiai) that
traverse the length of the city, forming about 60 rectangular building blocks
(insulae). The width of each insula is occupied by two houses, separated
from each other by a drainage channel (peristasis).

To the south of the main street is the agora, the cultural, commercial and
religious centre of the city. During the 3rd c. BC, the north and west sides of

the agora were flanked by two stoas, and there was a small theatre on the
east side that probably also served as bouleuterion (council chamber). Behind
the west stoa was the prytaneion, and in front of it an open-air sanctuary
with three altars. A number of inscribed statue bases are preserved in front
of the north and west stoas.

The katagogion, the public hostel, was built in the 3rd c. BC in the north
part of the agora. This is a two-storey building with rooms arranged around
a peristyle courtyard. The houses in the city were also organised around a
courtyard, and frequently also had an upper storey. Finally, there are signifi-
cant remains of the large theatre in the north-west area of the city, of the
temple of Aphrodite outside the walls, to the east, and of the “Heroon”, a
subterranean tholos tomb on the south-west edge of the city.

Kassope was a typical small city with a population of about 8,000-10,000
during its acme (3rd-early 2nd c. BC). Its flourishing history was cut short
by the Romans in 167 BC, when Kassope shared the fate of 70 cities in
Epiros whose destruction was decreed by Roman Senate. After it had
been destroyed, part of the city continued to be occupied by the surviving
inhabitants, until they too were obliged to abandon it forever, in order to
take part in the synoecism that created Nikopolis, founded by Octavian
Augustus further to the south, after his victory in the battle of Actium in
31 BC.
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