THE ROMAN AQUEDUCT OF NICOPOLIS

The aqueduct of Nicopolis is one of the large public utility works that were
constructed by the Romans and is associated with the foundation of Nicopo-
lis by Octavian Augustus shortly after - and in commemoration of - his victory
in the naval battle of Actium (31 B.C.). A constant water supply was essential
for all Roman cities, both to satisfy the daily needs of their inhabitants and
also to supply their public baths (thermae) and other infrastructures.

The existence of an aqueduct at Nicopolis is indicative of the city’s size
and importance. Being as it was the capital of a Roman province (Epirus
and later Epirus Vetus), with a population of over 100,000 inhabitants in
its heyday, a water supply was essential as the local springs were insuffi-
cient to cover the needs of its citizens.

The aqueduct of Nicopolis covers a distance of approx. 50 km. from the
springs at Aghios Georgios (112.96 m. above sea-level) to the Nymphaeum
complex at Nicopolis (32 m. above sea-level). It essentially consists of a
closed conduit, which channels water to Nicopolis by maintaining a con-
tinuous gentle downward course at a steady gradient. In order to achieve
this; a variety of solutions were employed, each of which was selected in
accordance with the landscape, making the work an impressive example
of Roman hydraulic engineering. d

The aqueduct consists of the main water channel (canalis), which takes the
form of a vaulted conduit with square manholes at regular intervals crossing
the hillsides. In the vicinity of Aghios Georgios it crosses the River Louros
on two arcades of different construction date, with that on the south side
having been built to replace the one on the north. Further south, the aque-
duct passes through the hill of Kokkinopilos in the form of an underground
tunnel approx. 400 m. leng, hewn out of the natural bedrock. A similar tun-
nel, approx. 20 m. long, exists to the north of the village of Stefani. In the
same area there is a large retaining wall on the side of a hill which supports
the conduit. A similar arrangement can also be seen at Skala Lourou.

In the lowland areas the conduit is carried on arcades as a certain down-
ward gradient had to be maintained. The impression that these made on
the Romans (Pliny the Elder, Natural History, 36.24.123) and on later trav-
ellers (Evliya Celebi 1668-1669, Francois Pouqueville 1798-1801), is just as
strong today. Arcades exist to the north and south of the village of
Archangelos and immediately to the north of Nicopolis itself.

The Nymphaeum building complex should be considered as the terminal
point of the aqueduct, since from that location the water was distributed to
different parts of the city via an organised supply network, which covered
a variety of different needs. The main consumers would have been the
three large public baths (northern, central and southern) which operated in
the city. Next in importance would have been the public fountains and do-
mestic consumption. The aqueduct also ensured a constant flow of water
through the city’s drainage system, which played an important role in im-
proving the living conditions in terms of hygiene of the city’s inhabitants.
The aqueduct undoubtedly had great practical and symbolic significance
for Nicopolis. The inhabitants’ efforts to maintain it in good working con-
dition, despite the considerable cost required, are clearly visible from the
numerous repair phases that can be seen at different points of its,course
and cover a span of centuries. 1
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PQMAIKO YAPATQrEIO NIKOMOAHZ

To vSpaywyeio NG NIKOTIOANC AMOTEAEL £va Ao PEYAAA £QYA KOG
w@eAeiag mov kataokevalav ol Pwuaiot KAl CUVSEETAL HE TNV
16puon g NIKOTTOANG amé Tov Oktaplave ALyouoTo, Aiyo HETA TN
vikn Tou -Kal o avépvnaon avtnc- otn vavpayia tov Aktiou (311.X).
H ouvexng mapoxn VEPOUL ATav anapaitntn TO00 yid TIG KABNUEPIVES
QAVAYKEG TWV KATOKWY HIAG PWHATKAG TTOANG 000 Kdal yla T AEIToLp-
yia twv nudotwv Aoutpwy (Thermae) kat AAAWY LTTOSOUWV TNC.

H Oap&n vdpaywysiov otn NIKOTTOAN €lval EVBEIKTIKY TOUL HEYE-
Boug, KaBwg Kal TNG onuaociag tTng wg mMoAnG. Ovrag mpwtevovoa
pwuaikng emapyiag (Epirus kat apyotepa Epirus Vetus) pe mAnBuopo
mou Esmepvouos Toug 100.000 KATolKoug TNV MEPIOSO TNE AKWAG TNG,
fTav armapaitntn n vdPodoTNON, KABWG OL TOTIIKEG TINYEG SV EMap-
KOLOAV YIa TNV KAALWYN TWV AVAYKWY TWV TTOAITWY TNG.

To Ldpaywysio TG NIKOTTOANG KAALTTTEL Lia arrdoTach SOxAW. TTepi-
oL armod TG TG TouL Ayiou Fewpyiou (LYOUETPO 112,961 W TO
ouyKpoOTNUa tou Nuppaiov otn NikomoAn (VPoueTpo 324L.). MPOKeL-
TAL OLOIAOTIKA YA LA KAEIOTH ALAAKQ, N oTTola S1aTneEWVTAG HId ou-
VEXN EAAPPA KATWPEPELA Kal 0TABEPT KAION, SIOXETEVEL VEPOTTPOG
0 NIKOTOAN. Ma va EMTELXOEL ALTO, XPNOOTTOONKAY SIAPOPETI-
KEC NOOELG, Ol OTTOIEG ETTAEYOVTAV AVANOYA LIE TIG IBIAUTEPOTNTEG TTOL
TapPOLGIATE TO YEWHOPPOAOYIKO AVAYAUPO, KABIOTWVTAG TO £PYO
£va EVTUTTWOLAKO TTAPASEIYA PWHAIKAG LEPALAIKAG UNXAVIKAG.

To vdpaywyeio amoteAsital amd Tov KLPLO LEPAYWYO (canalis), o
OTT0l0G TIAPOLOIATEL TN LOPPH KAUAPOOKEMOUE ALAAKAG IE TETPA-
ywva @pedtia AEyxoL ava TakTa Slacthuara dlacyicovrag ta
mpavr Aopwv. ZTnv Tieploxr Touv Ayiou Fswpyiov SlacyiCel Tov mo-
Tap6 AoLPO TTAVW o€ 8VO TOEOOTOIXIEG BIAPOPETIKAG XPOVOAOYNONG,
L€ AVLTA TIPOC VOTO VA EXEL KTIOTEL TIPOC AVTIKATACTAGCN TNG BOPEIAG.
NoTioTEPQ, TO LEPAYWYEID BIEPXETAL TO AOPO TOL KOKKIVOTTHAOUL LE
TN HOPPI LTTOYELAG AQEEVTAG ONPayyag Hkoug 400p. epimov. =n-
payya prkoug 20 TIEPITTOL, evTomeTal EMoNG BOPELA TOL OKIGHOV
™G ZTEPAVNG. TNV 61a TTEPIOXA UTTAPXEL LEYAAOG QVAANUHUATIKOG
TOIX0G OE TPAVEG AOPOU, 0 OTTol0G AVTIOTNPICEL TOV aywyd. Avaloyn
8leLBETNON TTapatnpsital Kal otn ZKAaka Aovpou.

TTIG TIEBIVEG TTEPIOXEG, O AYWYOG LETAPEPETAL TIAVW OFE TOEOCTOIXIEG,
KABWG TTPETTEL Va SIATNPAOEL LG GUYKEKPILEVN LYOUETPIKN KAlon. H
€VTUTIWON TTOL ALTEC TPOKaAoLoAV 6TouE Pwpaioug (MAiviog o Mps-
oBUTepoc Naturalis Historia, 36.24.123), aAAd KAl OE LETAYEVECTEPOLG
mepinyNTES (EBAA TogAeprn 1668-1669, dpaykiokog MoukeRiA 1798-
1801) SnHIOLPYEITAL KAL OTOV CLYXPOVO EMOKETN. [E0000TOIKIES EV-
Toriovtal otnV meploxn Tou ApxayyéAou BoOpsila Kat voTia Tou
OLKIOHOV, KABWC Kal apEowC Bopeta TnG NIKOTIOANG.

Q¢ oLUBATIKO TEPHA TNE TIOPEIAG TOL BEWPELTAL TO KTNPIAKO COLY-
KpoTNUa Tou Nuppaiov, KaBwg amoé ekel ywvotav n Slavopr Touv
vEPOL OTNV TTOAN HECW £VOG BIKTLOL TIAPOXNG. Ol AVAYKEG TTOL Kd-
AUTTTE ATaV TIOIKIAEG. Q¢ BACIKOTEPOC KATAVAAWTNG Oa MPETTEL VA Os-
wPNBOLV Ol TPEIC HEYAAEG BEpUEG (BOpeleg, KeVTPIKEG, NOTIEG) TTOU
Asttovpyovoav oTnV TIOAN. ASLTEPELOVTWG SvoTav BapLTNTA OTIG
BNUOCIEC KPAVEG, AAAA KAl OTNV OIKIAKE KATavaAwon. :
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View of the tunnel at Kokkinopilos

Me tn A&tToupyia Tou LEPAywWYEoL
YWVOTAV GLVEXNG ATTOPPON| TWV LEA-
TWV OTO ATTOXETEVTIKO CLOTAUA TNG
TTOANG, YEYOVOC TTIOL OLVEBAAE on-
HaVTIKG otn BeATiwon Twv ouven-
KWV LYIEWVAG TWV KATOIKWV TNG.
AVappIoBATNTa, To LBPayWYELo sixe
HEYAAN onuacia TOo0 AEITOLPYIKNA
000 Kal OnUEloAOYIKA yia t Niko-
TTOAN. OLTIPOOTIABEIEG TWV KATOIKWY.
va To dlatnprnoouvv o Asitovpyia
TTAPA TO ONUAVTIKO KOOTOG OLVTNPEN-
oNG TTOL ATTAITEITO, slval EPPAvei
aro TIG TTOAEG ETIOKELACTIKEG Pa-
OE1G TTOL TTAPATNPOVLVTAL KATA UAKOG
NG TTOPEIAg TOU, Ol OTOIEG KAAL-
TTTOLV £va SIACTNIA QUWVWV.
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View of the conduit and inspection shaft at Aghios Georgios
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View of the arcade at Archangelos
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The route of the Nicopolis aqueduct
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